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The Exceptional Awesomeness Of Hashem 
That We Can Only Recognize In Galus  

ַער  ית ֱאלִֹקים ְוֶזה ַשׁ י ִאם ֵבּ ה ֵאין ֶזה ִכּ קֹום ַהֶזּ אַמר ַמה ּנֹוָרא ַהָמּ יָרא ַוֹיּ ַוִיּ
ָמִים )כח יז(: ַהָשּׁ

And he became frightened, and said ‘How awesome is this place! 
This is none other than the abode of Hashem, and this is the 
gate of the heavens’:

We need to understand, what did Yaakov see in 
his dream that caused him to characterize that place 
as נורא – awesome? Furthermore, the term ’נורא’ 
seemingly wasn’t sufficient of an expression, rather 
Yaakov felt the need to highlight that 
characterization by saying מה נורא המקום הזה – ‘How 
awesome is this place’. What was this exceptional 
‘awesomeness’ that he was referring to? There is 
something else that calls for an explanation. Why 
did Yaakov express his bewilderment by contrasting 
the negative and saying; ‘This is none other than 
the abode of Hashem’, when he could have just 
said ‘This is the abode of Hashem’?

•   •   •
The Bais Yosef in Hilchos Tish’a b’Av)או"ח סי’ תקנ"ה( 

brings the following;יש בני אדם שמשימין אבן תחת ראשם 

 ליל תשעה באב, ורמז לדבר ’ויקח מאבני המקום’, ובית המקדש

 There are – ראה דכתיב ’מה נורא המקום הזה’ וחורבן ראה וכו’
those who put a stone under their head, before 
lying down on the eve of Tish’a b’Av. This tradition 
is inferred in the Passuk, which relates that Yaakov placed stones 
around his head before lying down, and then saw the destroyed Bais 
Hamikdash in his dreams, as it says that Yaakov exclaimed upon 
awakening; מה נורא המקום הזה – ‘How awesome is this place’. This 
inference that the Bais Yosef mentions, is very difficult to understand, 
for where do we see anything about the destruction of the Bais 
Hamikdash in Yaakov’s statement? 

Apparently we must explain this Passuk a bit differently. When 
Yaakov said; מה נורא המקום הזה - How awesome is this place!, he was 
not referring to the current barren land, which he foresaw being the 
eventual site of the Bais Hamikdash, rather he was describing the 
Bais Hamikdash itself, which he foresaw being built at this location. 
This Bais Hamikdash that he foresaw was one that was laying in 

ruins, as he went on to say; אין זה – This is not, as if to say that this 
man-made Bais Hamikdash will not have an everlasting existence, 
rather the day will come and it will be ‘no more’. כי אם בית אלוקים – 
only the abode of Hashem; Only the third Bais Hamikdash, which 
will be built by Hashem Himself, will be permanent and eternal.  וזה 

השמים–  and this is the gate of the heavens; Even in its שער 
devastation, when it will no longer host the Bais Hamikdash, this 
location will for eternity be the ‘Gate of Heaven’, from where all the 
Teffilos of Klal Yisroel will rise to Hashem. 

According to this interpretation, the words of the Bais Yosef 
are clearly understood, because when Yaakov said; נורא  מה 

וכו’, זה  אין  הזה,   he was, indeed, specifically המקום 
referring to the ruined Bais Hamikdash that he just 
saw in his dreams.  

•   •   •
We can now understand why Yaakov used the 

wordנורא , and more specifically  ,נורא  in hisמה 
statement. As we explained, what Yaakov saw in 
his dreams was the destroyed Bais Hamikdash, and 
with these words he was implying to the Gemara in 
Yuma ,)ס"ט ע"ב( which brings the following:
ליושנה, עטרה  שהחזירו  הגדולה,  כנסת  אנשי  שמן  נקרא   למה 

ואמר, ירמי’  אתא  והנורא,  הגבור  הגדול  הקל  אמר  משה   אתא 

אתא וכו’  נורא  אמר  לא  נוראותיו,  איה  בהיכלו  מקרקרין   נכרים 

מוראו של נוראותיו, שאלמלא  הן  אלו  וכו’  ואמרו אדרבא   אינהו 

 הקב"ה היאך אומה אחת יכולה להתקיים בין האומות

– Why were they called the ‘Men Of The Great 
Assembly’? Because they restored the Crown of 
Hashem’s Glory to its original sparkle. Originally 
Moshe said ‘The Great, Powerful and Awesome 
Hashem’. Then came Yermiyah and said ‘Behold, 

strangers are croaking in His Sanctuary! Where are the displays of 
His awesomeness? He therefore did not mention ‘Awesome’ in his 
prayers… But then the ‘Men Of The Great Assembly’ came and said 
‘On the contrary, these are indeed the great displays of His 
awesomeness, because if not for the awe of the nations for Hashem, 
how could one solitary nation survive among the seventy nations of 
the world. The ‘Men Of The Great Assembly’ therefore reinstated 
this attribute in their prayer.    

When Yaakov saw the destruction, he exclaimed, that even in 
Galus, and specifically in Galus, we can sense the ‘Awesomeness’ 
of Hashem, as the Gemara says, that in the time of destruction 
Hashem’s Awesomeness is even more evident, as He continues to 
watch over us, His Chosen Nation.  )זרע שמשון פרשת ויצא אות ו( 

אמרות שמשון

לומדים 
זרע שמשון 
וזוכים לישועה.

הספר שמחולל פלאות. 
אלפים נושעו בהבטחתו.
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Abundant livelihood and houses

- Part I -

The Maggid Shiur, Rabbi Eliahu Amar, shlita, one of the great lecturers of the Zera 
Shimshon, presents us with his testimony about the amazing and special salvation stories 
told by two of the participants of his shiur:

At Bet Hakneset Eliyahu Hanavi I constantly give a shiur on the Zera  Shimshon. One day, one of the regular 
shiur participants approached me to thank me for the special shiurim as well as for having given him the merit 
of including him among the participants of those classes in which we study the Torah of the Zera Shimshon. But 
especially, he wanted to tell me about the great salvation that he had experienced, and thus he related to me:

A short time ago, I was driving my car and, from the 
opposite lane, another driver lunged at me with his 
car. Baruch Hashem, by the great mercy of Hashem 
Yitbarach, we were not injured and came out of that 
car accident alive and unharmed, however, the property 
damage had been extensive. Obviously, I was deeply 
grateful to Hashem for having protected me and saved 
me from that misfortune; even so, the economic loss was 
great, since my car had been badly hit. 

When the accident happened, the Hatzala forces 
(paramedics) and the police arrived promptly at the 
scene. Baruch Hashem, the Hatzala team had nothing to 
do, as no one was injured. However, the police arrived 
and began their investigations to determine the cause 
and the culprit of the accident, and they worked hard. 
Despite extensive investigations, the police were unable 
to determine conclusively what caused the accident or 
who was at fault. The owner of the other car maintained 
that it was I who drove into his lane. For my part, I told 
the truth all the time, that it was he who hit me. But 
since there was no definitive 
evidence, the lawsuit between 
us was left without the police 
being able to establish the guilt 
of either party.

Under these circumstances, the 
insurance agency with which 

I had my car insured would not agree to pay for the 
damage. I had to pay for the car repairs out of my pocket, 
and since I didn’t have the cash to pay for it right away, 
I paid with postdated checks, hoping that until then I 
could get the money or be successful in proving that 
the other driver was the one who lunged at me. In the 
meantime, I tried very hard, by various means, to get the 
insurance agency to pay for the damage, but I couldn’t.

Since I saw that there was nothing in my hands that 
I could do, I told myself that perhaps the power of 
Rabenu, the author of the Zera Shimshon, could help 
me, opening the doors of hope for salvation. I began 
to study the book Zera Shimshon every day, while I 
prayed and begged Hashem Yitbarach to send me my 
salvation soon, even though I did not see it feasible.

But, in truth, the Tzaddik author of the Zera Shimshon 
did not break his promise. After a month and a half since 
I had started studying daily, the insurance agency called 
to notify me that the other driver had admitted that he 
had been the culprit of the accident. In this way, all the 

expenses incurred to repair 
the car would be covered by 
the other driver’s insurance 
agency; and, furthermore, my 
car insurance premium was not 
going to go up, since there was 
no claim on my part. 

גבורת שמשון
סיפורי ישועה

הוצאת הגליון והפצתו לזכות

אפרים מנחם מנדל בן רבקה
דינה בת לאה

חיה ריזל בת דינה
לישועה גדולה והצלחה ולהתבשר בשורות טובות בקרוב

להצלחה וברכה 
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